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The Verifiability Problem
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Verifiability

+ Source can be found in principle

− Finding it takes ~30 minutes of searching

− Reading experience is cumbersome

verifiable, but at a high cost to the reader.
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Pointability

+ Every scholar can cite the same issue and page

− Not ‘pointable’ unless you share the image files

− Quoting from it requires manual transcription

pointable, but at a high cost to the reader.
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Standard footnotes are verifiable and pointable —

but only at a high cost to the reader.
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In 2026, transcription is cheap and easy!
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Plain Old Text solves:

1. the problem of Verifiability

2. the problem of Pointability
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https://plainoldtext.vjbe.net
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Plain Old Text is an open-access repository of high-quality 

plain text transcriptions of public domain primary sources.
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open-access (≠ paid)

high-quality (proofread by a human being)

plain text format (.txt ≠ .png, .jpeg, .epub, .pdf, .djvu)

public domain sources (≠ copyrighted)
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mostly copyrighted materials

transcription usually an 
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plainoldtext.vjbe.net/contribute
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Contributing

plainoldtext.vjbe.net/contribute

email me: victor@azmanov.net
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